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merchants and masters of the sea, and traded all along
the Mediterranean coasts and with distant countries.
They soon established big colonies into which the
wealth of the nations and the world flowed. Among
these Carthage, with which the Romans fought for
a couple of centuries through their historic Punic wars
a duel unto death and which ultimately met its des-
truction at their hands, was the greatest. It was
founded about the close of the ninth century; Utika
and Gades were much older; and Tharshish was the
oldest, busy with commerce as early as Hiram I and
Solomon in the 10th century B. c.

Hebrew Conquest of Palestine and the Philistines

The position of the Hebrew settlement in Palestine
may now tentatively be stated thus. About the time
of Hammurabi Abraham left Harron in Mesopotamia
with his tribes, crossed the Euphrates, defeated the
Five Kings of Syria and settled down in southern
Canaan. About 1800 the tribes entered Egypt with
the Hyksos and remained there for about five centuries.
About 1300 B. c. the Exodus began and Moses
and Aaron led the Israelites from Egypt wandering
across the desert for about three decades. About
the middle of the 13th century Aaron led his people
into the 'Promised Land ,' the home of their ancestors,
perhaps by way of Jericho.

From the Biblical account it would seem that the
main body of the tribe crossed the Jordan and entered
Canaan near the city of Jericho. Jericho and Ai
were taken after a fight. The Israelites pushed fur-
ther into the hill-country and occupied Bethel and
Shiloh. Then they moved southwest under Joshua
Into the Shephelah where the Canaanite kings of
tachish and Gezer were defeated and Lachish, Gezer
Ebron were occupied. After this there followed
* within the Israelite camp which, JaoMrever,
a reconciliation ended their quarrels

